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investigated our methods in person, we may fairly conclude that we 
have made a conquest of the civilized world, as we are in turn 
indebted for many of our ideas to the pioneers of the Old World. 
This is the judgment of Baiernreither and Freudenthal who also 
have recently visited America and brought trained legal powers to 
the investigation. 

A translation of this work would be extremely useful in this 
country and in Great Britain and Canada, where its teachings find 
more and more hospitable welcome. 

C. R. Henderson 



What Is History? Five Lectures on the Modern Science of 
History. By Karl Lamprecht, Ph.D., LL.D. Trans- 
lated by E. A. Andrews. London and New York: The 
Macmillan Co., 1905. Pp. 227. 

Professor Lamprecht, of Leipzig University, is an authority on 
the economic history of Germany and France in the Middle Ages, 
and is writing a history of Germany in several volumes. It was 
not this sort of a historian who used to go into the philosophy of 
history, and so when we find a psychology of history written by a 
man of his acquaintance with facts it is worthy of some attention. 
The lectures were delivered in Freiburg in 1904, and the English 
translation was published the following year. 

Although economists no longer hold so strictly as formerly to the 
economic interpretation of history, it is unusual for a student of 
economic history to be able to tell why it is "utterly inadequate" 
(p. 192). In the same way, however, that the controversy between 
the^associationists and the apperceptionists is settled by the modern 
theory of knowledge which shows that both are parts of one process, 
so both the individualistic and the political, the ideologic and the 
economic, interpretations are absorbed into the larger whole of the 
socio-psychologic interpretation. Says Professor Lamprecht: 

The economic life of any period of culture manifests a decided similarity 
to the instinctive and impulsive actions of single individuals As com- 
pared with the higher intellectual life, economic activity bears in many 
respects the stamp of the vegetative, at least after certain general habits 

have been developed, and so long as these are adhered to (p. 188) An 

economic revolution not only creates a psychic dissociation, but, correspond- 
ing to its special character, and at the same time intensifying the dissociation, 
produces in every instance numbers of new specific stimuli and germinations 
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of association. New conditions of will and purpose, and so forth, set in, 
which tend to modify decidedly the higher forms of intellectual life .... 
the psychic values of new periods of culture come into existence, as a rule, 
along with economic and social changes (p. 190). 

This theory is illustrated in German history in such a way as to 
show that the development of literature, the new possibility of travel 
and leisure, have had an influence equally with economic improve- 
ment. 

The first chapter shows the progress of historical writing, from 
the epic poem down to present-day pragmatism. Chapter 2 
sketches German history from, a psychological point of view, show- 
ing the forms in which the imagination of the people expressed 
itself, and the stimuli which changed the psychic disposition of the 
people. Sometimes the dominant feeling was for political liberty, 
sometimes for religion, sometimes for art. From the whole, the 
author concludes that all culture periods may pass through similar 
cycles of psychic development, which he calls "symbolism," "typ- 
ism," "conventionalism," "individualism," and "subjectivism" — the 
last including Classicism and Romanticism. He calls the time since 
1870 the latter half of the Romantic period, and considers the transi- 
tion to the present period of German history highly instructive for 
the study of the psychological mechanics which underlies all periods 
of culture. From what he says we may conclude that an investiga- 
tion into the psychology of the classes that compose the govern- 
ment on the one hand, and the body of the people on the other, is 
the most important step in the interpretation of history. The new 
economic development stands perhaps first in point of time, it is 
followed by new class formations, and this by a breaking-up of old 
habits of thought and association, and the formation of new sciences 
to investigate the world as it appears to the newly awakened mind. 

Professor Lamprecht says a new temperament has been pro- 
duced by the changed conditions — Reizamkeit or nervosity, with its 
characteristic literature, poetry, and art, which are realism, natural- 
ism, and impressionism. Each of these forms of expression is an, 
attempt to mirror a chaos of new stimuli upon which apperception 
must go to work. 

The first wholes into which the modern mind has classified the 
world are symbols; that is, in symbolic art and the drama. Ger- 
many started over again on the cycle of a new culture period, and 
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since 1870 a return to the great unities, society and the state, has 
been in progress. The parallel is everywhere closely drawn between 
the individual and the social processes of change — dissociation, 
autosuggestion (p. 11), and the great danger of abnormal forms of 
development from epidemic suggestion. The most important condi- 
tion of healthy growth, both for the individual and for society, is the 
energy of aim perceptions. Freedom of will exists when these are 
sound and well grounded. When they are not so, there is vacilla- 
tion, and abnormal aims set in. At the present time (speaking of 
Germany of course) science is merely objective, art is becoming 
barren, egoism rules the day ; altruism, self-sacrifice, and moral ideal- 
ism are all crowded to the wall — these symptoms denote the end of a 
period, while the growth of individuality and the search for new 
ideals indicate the coming of a new period with a new culture 
dominant. 

In the fourth lecture the author concludes that there is in history 
a psychic scope which may be traced in the history of the nation 
(p. 154). History is a kaleidoscope (p. 167), with a certain number 
of group possibilities in elementary psychic phenomena, and the 
pictures included in these possibilities are produced, now in this way, 
now in that, by exterior incitations. 

This analysis of the psychic process of social change represents 
the high-water mark of social psychology at the present time. Most 
articles on the subject in American journals indicate the field of 
social psychology and some subjects which may profitably be investi- 
gated. Professor Ellwood, of the University of Missouri, has con- 
tributed the most psychological analysis of the social process as 
shown in revolutions. Dr. Veblen has made a most brilliant study 
of the psychology of one class. Professor Lamprecht makes a 
valuable suggestion for the study of psychic changes in America 
when he says that there is some connection between the emergence 
of individuality and high finance. The stages of the culture epochs 
in American history have not been indicated by anyone, but there is 
a concurrence at the present time of individualism and high finance, 
and a general belief that we are approaching a new stage of our 
existence. Another suggestion for the theoretical economist is the 
following : "What are the constantly recurring economic factors of 
each period which are so uniformly followed by the development 
of other higher intellectual values ?" Caroline M Hill 



